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George Whitefield, M.A., Field Preacher. By James Pater- 
son Gledstone. London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1900. 
Pp. xii + 359. 6s. 

The minister who feels the need of a tonic will find it in this 
biography. His drooping spirits will revive as he sees the Gloucester 
bartender transformed into the flaming evangelist, and the servitor in 
Pembroke College, Oxford, becoming the most eloquent preacher of 
modern times. His faith in the power of grace will get a fresh uplift 
and strengthening as he reads of tens of thousands won to the love of 
Christ from the rabble and the 61ite in England, from the degraded 
and the titled in Ireland, from the dissolute and the educated in Scot- 
land and Wales, and from the gospel-hardened and the "ungospel- 
ized" in America. His own "passion for souls" will be rekindled as 
he follows this man who spent his life "hunting for sinners." If both 
the smiles and the frowns of fortune have been his lot, he will learn 
how to escape the perils of popularity, and how to preserve patience 
and charity when maligned and fiercely assailed. We are persuaded 
that an attentive and sympathetic perusal of this volume would go far 
to break up the apathetic tone and despairing resignation and dull 
routine of many a minister's life. 

Of course, Whitefield had his faults, to which he himself was not 
blind, and which he was always ready to confess and correct. These 
his biographer handles with fine discernment and discrimination. 
But his ruling purpose is, without extenuation and without exaggera- 
tion, to portray the lofty character and beautiful life and abounding 
labors of the most ardent and persuasive preacher that England ever 

produced. 

Eri B. Hulbert. 
The University of Chicago. 

The Papacy in the Nineteenth Century. By Friedrich 
Nippold. Translated by Laurence Henry Schwab. New 
York: Putnam, 1900. Pp. 372. $2. 50. 
The second volume of Nippold's " Manual of the Latest Church 
History" is entitled " The History of Catholicism since the Restora- 
tion of the Papacy." The translator has given us only a portion of 
this second volume. The original consists of three parts: "The 
Papacy," "The History of Catholicism outside of Germany," and 
"The History of Catholicism in Germany." The translation repro- 
duces only the first part and a few chapters of the second. The intro- 
duction is supplied by the translator. 
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Nippold assumes that there is a distinction between the papacy and 
the Roman Catholic church. The translator, in his introduction, 
seeks to establish this distinction by an argument, and pictures the 
Roman Catholic church as a mourning captive held in chains by a 
tyrant papacy. The modern papacy, he assures us, has imposed upon 
the church three additions to the faith, under which she groans. They 
are the decree of the immaculate conception, the " syllabus " of Pius 
IX., which Leo XIII. has made infallible, and the decree of papal 
infallibility. The sympathetic reader involuntarily forms in his imagi- 
nation a pathetic picture of the church languishing in a dungeon with 
triple walls, and longing in vain to escape. But the distinction 
between the papacy and the church is pure fiction ; it does not exist 
in reality. The papacy is the Roman Catholic church, and the Roman 
Catholic church is the papacy. The three additions to the faith were 
not imposed upon a reluctant church by a masterful and cruel papacy. 
They were made because the church as a whole demanded them. The 
third of these additions, the dogma of papal infallibility, was opposed 
by a minority, and there was some unworthy management on the part 
of the pope to secure unanimity. But the minority was relatively 
small, and, as a body, the church was enthusiastically in favor of the 
decision of the Vatican council, which only put into official form that 
which had long been the general belief of the people. 

To the ordinary Protestant these three additions to the faith repre- 
sent ignorance, superstition, and unreason. He supposes that the Roman 
Catholic church, now weighted down by such manifest absurdities, will 
sink of itself, and that he does not need to watch and oppose it. But it 
is not clear that the church was altogether destitute of the wisdom of this 
world when it made them. Nippold bewails her triumphs in diplo- 
macy throughout the century and her immense numerical gains in the 
last generation. Men are not always obedient to truth and reason ; 
they are often fascinated by superstition ; and it is by no means certain 
that the rapid growth of the papacy today is not owing largely to its 
errors and its skilful appeal to human weaknesses. 

Since the translation represents chiefly Nippold's history of the 
papacy, as distinguished from that of the church, it deals almost exclu- 
sively with the official acts of the papal government. It reads like one 
of the histories in fashion a hundred years ago, in which kings and 
nobles are the only actors, and the people have no place. It tells 
nothing of the spiritual life of the church, and one cannot learn 
from it whether this has been elevated or debased during the century. 
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Is the priesthood more moral ? Are the people more intelligent ? 
Are the orders and congregations more obedient to their rules? The 
reader will look in vain for answers to these and a thousand similar 
questions. If we had the original volume in full, this defect would per- 
haps be less conspicuous. 

The book is somewhat deficient in interest, not only because it 
treats of Roman Catholic official action to the exclusion of Roman 
Catholic life, but also because it gives us no studies of character. It is 
a history without a single historic character. No doubt this is due to 
the fact that the papacy is considered as a mere mechanism, worked by 
the Jesuits, and a mechanism has no character. But history is never 
made by mechanism. If it is turned in this direction or that, it is 
because there are designing minds, burning hearts, and determined 
wills to direct it. 

Nippold finds in the recent history of the papacy three marked fea- 
tures : (i) the restoration of the Jesuits and their dominance in papal 
politics ; (2) the concordats with the principal European govern- 
ments, by means of which the papacy has gained immense advantages ; 
and (3) the growing alienation of the people of Catholic countries 
from the church which rules them. All these features give him occa- 
sion for regret. Indeed, his book is clad in full mourning, and the 
pessimist will read it with satisfaction. Nothing that is good has been 
done by the papacy in the past. Nothing that is good maybe expected 
from it in the future. It broods over the world portentous of storm, 
and no one heeds it. 

The most successful of the popes of the nineteenth century, if we are 
to accept the opinion of Nippold, was Pius IX. It is usual to regard him 
as the most unfortunate of the popes, with the possible exception of 
Clement VII. He was driven from Rome by revolution. He lost the 
temporal power. He shut himself up in the Vatican and refused to 
come forth during the last eight years of his life. Yet, looking back 
upon his reign, apparently so disastrous, Nippold declares that it shows 
"a marvelous series of triumphs," and that " even his later years only 
prepared the way for the triumphs of his successor." 

I have expressed a certain degree of disappointment with this book. 
Let me add that it is the best we have on the subject in the English 
language. It is by no means the ideal history of the papacy in the 
nineteenth century, but it will fill a place left vacant for it, and possibly 
aid to stir up the Protestant denominations to greater vigilance and 
activity. Franklin Johnson. 

The University of Chicago. 



